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1999:

We at Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. have high hopes for the maga-
zine in your hands. We hope it lives up to its name and truly

becomes a window that allows you to see into other commu-

nities, other opinions and other traditions.

In this issue, you'll see something for everyone. You'll see
news and politics, business stories and reports on events and
changes. You'll also see items closer to the heart like Elders
interviews, craft patterns and wonderful recipes. You'll see
new knowledge being made, like in our research section, and
old knowledge being gathered, like in our column on Inuit
astronomy. There will be more, but this is a good start.

We have high expectations of you as well. This magazine is
for Inuit but we want it to be from Inuit, too. In Legends of
Place Names, we ask you to share the literally thousands of
stories that come from the land. In Letters to the Editor (to
start next issue) we want to hear what you think, what you like
and what you don’t. And we include a new Passages section
so we can celebrate lives lived and those just starting.

We are calling 1999 the Year of Transition. In future issues,
you can be sure that new features will be added and others
expanded, but this will depend largely on you. Just as we all
know Nunavut will not change overnight on April 1, this maga-
zine will take a few issues to adjust to what our readers want.

Even though we will publish quarterly, the next issue of
Ittuaqtuut will come a little late - in late April - to allow us to
include the historic photos coming from April 1 as Nunavut
takes its first steps. Our photo albums will be full in the com-
ing years, too, as our new territory gains its balance, gains
confidence and, even occasionally, stumbles. And together
with you, like responsible parents we will all watch it grow and
take time to teach it how to behave, how to avoid dangers
and how to learn from its mistakes. We will set a high stan-
dard. We will be patient. A Year of Transition. Maybe more.

And /ttuaqtuut will be there to watch.

Janice Braden
Editor
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Message from the President

Little Brown Riding Hood

3¢ 4. dAL®

Jose A. KusuGAk

l this season when the snow is fresh ... the air is
n crisp ... it is easy to follow prints in the snow
because they are new, clean and uncluttered. It is always
exciting to start something new, and it is in this spirit that
| write you today. We at Nunavut Tunngavik here have
periodically provided you with a newsletter called Nipisi
(your voice). Although it was an honourable newsletter,
we felt you had already heard much of the material in it
through IBC, CBC, NewsNorth, Nunatsiag News and the
Internet. Therefore we thought it a much better use of
resources to do this kind of a publication that you are
about to read.

We want it to be your publication and need your pictures
and stories. We also need your comments, critique or
praise. Tell us who you would like to hear from, what
picture you would like to see or what you would like sup-
port on. We will do what we can to solicit and print
your request along with some interesting letters.

Again to keep in the spirit of the season, here is a sample
of the stories we would like to solicit from you. This is
an embellished story of a Christmas season in my child-
hood. Incidentally, we are calling this publication ittuag-
tuut meaning an instrument to look through. So look
through...

Little brown riding hood
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It was about 42 year ago in a far away land called Repulse
Bay that Amaujaq experienced his first gablunaaq Christmas.
He woke as usual next to his younger brother Qunngaataq
with his parents already dressed and having tea and biscuits
for breakfast. Nothing was unusual except for the three piles
of toys on the floor. His mother smiled and said that san-
naklaasi (Santa Claus) had come and left these Christmas
presents for Amaujaqg and his brothers since they were good
boys that year. "It means she has forgiven us," Amaujaq
thought, "for just about burning our hut down last spring". That
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"hut" was mother's pride and joy. It was a means out of living
in an igloo like all the other Eskimoes but a house like the
HBC guy and the priest. This 12 feet by 14 feet castle of
mother's was cleaned meticulously every day

Last spring mother, working at the Hudson's Bay Company
store, had asked Amaujaq and his younger brother to put
crating wood in their wood stove which was made out of a ten
gallon barrel half filled with sand and chimneyed with cans
placed end to end. She had asked them if they knew how to
do this properly and, of course, neither was going to admit
that they had no idea and of course they both knew each
would have to have his turn in "wooding" the stove. Soon the
iga (stove) was filled to capacity and more. The fire pro-
duced would have made Sam McGee proud and soon the two
brothers knew they had created too much of a good thing.
Handfuls and handfuls of snow does not a fire department
make, both know that now. Thanks to the kindness of rela-
tives and strangers, they were spared of having to live in
iglooes again that year.

Mother was unexpectedly calm, even hugged the two (scared
as husky puppies ) boys. This was a total surprise to them as
they expected at the least a firm slap and some mean tongue
lashing which was mother's specialty. Apparently there are
times for everything and as sure as the boys were confident
they got away with a miracle , the wicked mother-side of her
started to show itself...... but that’s another story.

But that was many moons ago and waking up to crating wood
crackling a warm glow on a surely crisp Arctic Circle-cold
morning in December and, better yet, a return of a loving and
warm mother's smile -- this was the best Christmas present
anyone could ask for. To add to the prosperous yuletide was
a pile of coloring books and other toys that neither boy had
ever seen. The little girl in the coloring book had a funny
parka and a wolflike animal for a foe. Trying to decipher an
apparent story behind this unlikely couple was fun but the real
fun was coloring all the pictures.... now a little brown parka-ed
girl and a siarnak (grey) wolflike creature. When they were
younger, mother used to discipline the boys with threats of
taking them to hairy gablunaat which came from dogs.

Maybe that was the significance of the coloring book story
....eerie.... then..bong!....bong!....bong! in the distance they
could hear the church bell officially ringing in Christmas day
and the mass to follow. Mother told Amaujaq and
Qunngaataq to dress in their new kamiks and parkas for
church and, as much as they wanted to keep coloring in their
new books, they willfully relented as they were after all "good
boys".

Merry Christmas to you all, may God bless you , be good to
your children, for they are....children, and innocent as baby
Jesus.

Jose A Kusugak
President
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.
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New Management Structure at NTI

Jose Kusugak has promoted two senior management personnel at
NTI to Executive Director positions. Hagar Idlout-Sudlovenick will
become Executive Director of Administration while Terry Forth will
be Executive Director of Claims Management.

“The demands on anyone in the Executive Director’s position are
extremely high—-and they’re getting higher,” said Kusugak. He
believes that by dividing responsibilities between these two very
capable, experienced individuals, NTI will be getting twice the tal-
ent, twice the energy and twice the commitment. ‘“Hagar and Terry
have the experience, the skills and attitude NTI needs. I'm delight-
ed that we’ve been able to attract them,” stated Kusugak.

Both directors share years of senior management and policy experi-
ence.

Hagar Idlout-Sudlovenick worked for five years as Housing
Manager of the Pond Inlet Housing Association, then moved to the
Northwest Territories Housing Corporation as a Community
Development Officer. She is currectly Assistant Executive Director
at NTI, where she holds the finance, communications and Igaluit
office management portfolios. In addition to these, she will take
over executive management of NTI’s other internal operations,
including the departments of Human Resources, Enrollment, the
Elders Pension Plan, and the Nunavut Hunter Support Program.

“This is an exciting opportunity, and an exciting time for NTL,” said
Idlout-Sudlovenick. “I’m proud to be part of it.”

Terry Forth began his northern career in 1968 working along with
Tagak Curley to establish adult education programs in the Kivallig.
He comes to this new assignment with twenty years of senior man-
agement experience in the Federal Government, including executive
level positions in the Public Service Commission, Regional
Economic Expansion and Aboriginal Business Canada. He first
joined NTI in 1995 as Senior Business Advisor, where he helped
develop the policy framework for the implementation of Article 24,
the creation of the Nunavut Sivummut Small Business Program, the
Economic Development fund and the Inuit Firm Registry. Since
July 1997, Forth has also been the Senior Business Development
Advisor for Nunasi Corporation. As Executive Director of Claims
Management, Forth will oversee Lands Management, Wildlife,
Implementation, Business Development and Legislation. %
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NTPC Should Stay Intact,
NTI President Urges

NTI President Jose Kusugak is calling on all participants
in the Northwest Territories Power Corporation talks to
continue negotiations for a jointly owned northern power
corporation.

“This is what I am instructing Nunavut Tunngavik’s nego-
tiators to continue working towards,” said Kusugak.
“There has been substantial progress to date, and there are
only a few issues left to resolve. Too much talk about dif-
ferent philosophies is getting in the way of a sensible and
realistic economic plan.”

“Inuit are familiar with long and hard negotiations from
our land claims experience, but we also know when com-
promises are necessary. There could be an agreement on
a joint corporation.”

“Minister Dent should not give up on the mandate that has
been made clear to him,” said Kusugak. “Failure to reach
an agreement will mean rate increases for both the East
and the West. No political leader should accept that light-
ly.” %
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On October 23, Finance Minister Paul Martin came to Iqaluit
to sign the formula financing agreement, the last major hurdle
in the creation of Nunavut before division on April 1.

Interim Commissioner Jack Anawak, NTI Secretary
Treasurer Bernadette Tungilik and Member of Parliament
Nancy Karetak-Lindell signed on behalf of Nunavut. %
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Official Souvenir of
Nunavut 99 Celebrations

NTI and Nortext Multimedia are co-publishing a com-
memorative magazine to be distributed throughout
Nunavut. The project will feature articles by Inuit writ-
ers and celebrated Canadians telling the story of the
creation of the new territory. -

“Other southern magazines will be covering Nunavut,
but we wanted to be sure the story is told correctly,”
says Stephen Roberts, Vice President of Nortext. Over
50 000 copies will be printed but “only a portion of
these will go to Nunavut”, continues Roberts. “The rest
will be given to MPs, media and distributed internation-
ally to Canadian embassies.”

So far the magazine has met with enthusiastic
response. “Advertisers are embracing the idea,” says
Roberts. The promotional sales brochure, pictured
here, is not necessarily how the final cover will look.
“We're still collecting material so there’s a good chance
the final product will look different.”
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NTI & Inuit Organizations to Donate Mace to
Nunavut Government
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The Government of Nunavut will have a Mace
crafted in Nunavut, by Inuit artists, thanks to an
initiative and generosity of Nunavut Tunngavik
Inc., the Inuit Birthright Development
Corporations, the Regional Inuit Organizations,
and Nunasi Corporation.

“I think people are now aware that Nunavut will be a public
government,” said NTI President Jose Kusugak. “And we
are proud that Inuit make up 85% of the Nunavut population.
We see the donation of this Mace as a visible, tangible, per-
manent contribution to our Government.”

The framework of a plan to bring half-a-dozen of Nunavut’s
finest artists together from all three regions was worked out
at the Annual General Meeting of NTI in Cambridge Bay in
November.

Costs will be worked out once the artists complete the design,
using materials from Nunavut.

“The Mace will represent the Inuit of Nunavut,” said Jerry
Ell, President of Qikigtaaluk Corporation. “When the mace
is in the Legislative Assembly, we can say that the people of
Nunavut are present.”

Qikigtaaluk Corporation is also donating funds to get uni-
forms for the Legislative Assembly Pages.

The Mace is a unique symbol that represents the authority of
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

Members of the Legislative Assembly conduct their daily
business at each day’s sitting after a procession enters the
Assembly Chamber, with the Sergeant-at-Arms bearing the
Mace. No proceedings may take place in the Chamber with-
out 1t.

“This Mace will be presented to the Speaker of the Assembly
on April 1st, 1999,” said John Quirke, Clerk of the Nunavut
Legislative Assembly. “It is a gift that will be treasured.” %
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OIC Criticized for Non-Inuit Contracts

Delegates at the Annual General Meeting of Nunavut
Tunngavik Incorporated have instructed the Board of
Directors of NTI to take whatever means necessary to ensure
the Office of the Interim Commissioner complies with Article
24 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement. The meeting
was held last month in Cambridge Bay.

Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. is calling on the Office of the
Interim Commissioner to comply with Article 24 of the
NLCA in its contracting practices. This would require the
OIC to give greater consideration to Inuit-owned firms.

The move follows an exchange of letters between NTI
President Jose Kusugak and Nunavut Interim Commissioner
Jack Anawak. Kusugak wrote a letter to Anawak regarding
the OIC’s practice of giving sole source contracts to non-Inuit
firms outside of Nunavut. In his response, dated November
16th, Anawak did not refer to NTI’s concerns nor did he
mention the issue when he spoke to the General Assembly on
November 17, 1998.

“For months now, NTI has been trying very hard to get the
OIC to see our point about its contracting,” said Kusugak.
“We have tried to do this at a staff level, but without success.
Business opportunities, training opportunities, and jobs are
being lost every time a contract goes out that doesn’t follow
Article 24.”

The resolution compelling the OIC to comply with Article 24
of the NLCA states that, “[Actions] may include, if it is
deemed appropriate, institution of legal action to seek recov-
ery on behalf on Inuit for loss of benefits such as employ-
ment, training, and increased business capacity, provided for
by Article 24 of the NLCA.”

“We at NTI are surprised that the OIC has not been following
the letter of direction given to them by DIAND Minister
Stewart,” said Kusugak. “NTI has to get the message across
that we’re not just a small special interest group in Nunavut
like Greenpeace or something.”

Harry Towtongie of Rankin Inlet, a member who attended the
annual general meeting in Cambridge Bay said, “We don’t
want to let this go by and to set a bad precedent for the
Nunavut Government.” %
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NTlI Transfers Offices to Rankin Inlet

President Stays in Igaluit, Vice President Finance Moves
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The office of the President of Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. will be
located in Igaluit and the office of the Vice-President of
Finance will be in Rankin Inlet.

Delegates the Annual General Meeting of Nunavut
Tunngavik Incorporated passed a motion to keep the
President’s office in Iqaluit.

Members at the 1996 annual meeting had originally approved
Rankin Inlet as the location of the President’s office.

Members now believe that it should be located in Iqaluit.
The office has remained in Iqaluit over the past year. The
benefits to NTI have been second to none in terms of the
ability to advance NTI’s interests by facilitating communica-
tion between the President’s office, the office of the Interim
commissioner and other Government departments.

A majority of the Board of Directors also adopted a resolu-
tion to that effect at their last board meeting in Chesterfield
Inlet back in October.

The office of the Vice-President of Finance (formerly
Secretary-Treasurer) will instead be moved to Rankin Inlet in
the near future. Delegates at NTI’s Annual Meeting made
that decision on the last day of the meeting that was held in
Cambridge Bay last month.

It’s now up the Executive or the Board of Directors to decide
when the move will occur. NTI will also have to decide
whether to re-locate the Finance Department to Rankin Inlet
since the ties between that office and the VicePresident
Finance are so close. %
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l h 1950s and 60s, when journalists first discovered
n t ethe Arctic, they would come up and interview a
cop, a teacher, or the local government administrator. Having
spent a few days in the Arctic and spoken to “Arctic experts”,
they would return to their homes in the south and write their
stories. Somewhere in their article, a familiar line usually
appeared. They almost never failed to refer to the Arctic as a
“wasteland where nobody lives”. | couldn’t understand this
because they obviously saw us. Even as a young boy, | was
annoyed that these guys thought of us as nobodies or that we
somehow did not qualify as human beings. It was not very long
ago that even some federal government people were still refer-
ring to our homeland as a wasteland and defending their policies
in the Arctic because “nobody lives there”.

Just as disturbing to me was to listen to conversations between
non-Inuit as they discussed the future of the Arctic and of the
Inuit. There was always agreement between them that Inuit
could not survive as a people. They all agreed that Inuit culture
and language “will disappear” and would be only memories and
displayed on museum shelves. What disturbed me even more
was the fact that they were so casual when they were talking
about the “death of Inuit culture”.

If those same journalists and social scientists were to come to
the Arctic today, | suspect they would write quite different sto-
ries. They would understand by now that the Arctic is not a
wasteland. That it is a unique ecosystem with a wide variety of
flora and fauna. They would discover that a stubborn culture
still thrives. They would discover that our language is still doing
just fine.

They would also discover that Inuit have staggered but not fall-
en. They would see the signs of revival and that Inuit are
adapting to the new realities of the computer age. They would
see that we have negotiated a new relationship with Canada.
They would find that we have signed the largest and most com-
prehensive land treaty in history. They would find that we are
changing the map of Canada. They would see that we have
changed the attitude of Canadians about our proper place in
this country. They would also see that we definitely qualify as
human beings.

Perhaps they would write that this bunch of “nobodies” are
doing some remarkable things in their distinct homeland. 3%
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A Whaler's Lif

A Celebration of Harvest and Tradition
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In July 1998, Inuit hunters in Pangnirtung
harvested a bowhead whale for the first ime
in 50 years. In this interview, Jaco Evic, the
grandson of famous whale hunter Angmarfik
and co-captain of the expedition,

speaks with Margaret Karpik,
Director of the Angmarfik
Visitor’s Centre in Pangnirtung.

He shares memories of

the hunt and insight

into the skills he

brought from

earfier

expeditions.
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M: The person | will be interviewing is Jaco Evic, who was in charge of
the whale hunt in the Pangnirtung area from start to finish -- from the
planning stage to completion of the project. How did you first hear
about the project and how did your role come about?

J: Last winter there was a public meeting. During this meeting, the
matter was added on to the agenda, though I’d already heard that there
would be a whale hunt in the spring and summer in this area. Even
though I’d heard about it | didn’t know too much about how it would
go ahead. But during that meeting, it was brought up and that is how
the whole thing got started last winter. Simeonie and | were nominated
to joint the planning team, which had been formed earlier, and since
there were only the two of us proposed, we joined the planning team
for the whale hunt.

M: They already had team members?
J: Yes.
M: From other communities?

J: Yes. They came from the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board.
They had established a committee with a member from Broughton
Island and elsewhere. The members came here a number of times to
meet after that. We had a project co-ordinator, a staff member from
NWMB in Iqaluit, mainly for financial purposes, who assisted with our
planning.

M: After you were selected with Simeonie, how did you make known
who would take part in the hunt and how was that decided?

J: We posted an ad in the most frequented places for people who
would be interested in taking part or assisting, after we knew that the
hunt would go head for sure. Many people signed up to take part. We
also asked for people who would cut up the whale, if we caught one.
That is how we got started in recruiting. We rounded up three main
areas of responsibility. We had more people signad up for the different
jobs than we had places for. We were unable to take everyone on due
to different reasons, one being financial consideration. We picked peo-
ple we felt would be best suited to the various tasks from that list. It
took us more than a day to pick out the people we wanted.

M: That many?

J: Yes, there were many. We still had to sort out the names, for exam-
ple. Some were more able than others in terms of hunting experience.

Photo Credits. Previous, above, above centre and opposite by Paul
Irngaut of CBC. Transferred from tape to digital courtesy of Inuit
Communication Systems Limited studio in Iqaluit, NT.

Following pages: Johnny Nowdluk and Keith Hay

All figures are estimates only. ~ A5%aN* %¥PoP¥¢ acPULIA“aAS  Length of Pangnirtung whale: 42 feet
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We wanted everyone to be involved but we could not do that. It was a
hard job. It was me and Simeonie who decided who would take part in
the hunt. We had numerous meetings after that to plan the various
stages of the hunt. | drew on my knowledge about planning for a whale
hunt for this one. You need a team for such a hunt and | had learned
this from my forefathers. These were the stories that came from
Qikigtan [Kekerton Island - ed note]. | had taken part in one actual hunt
in my life time, when the Hudson’s Bay Company had the people har-
vest a whale and that is where | had learned about what shoud be there.

M: Was that the last hunt?

J: Yes, that was the last hunt in the area of Pangnirtung. The hunt was
in the area where we hunt beluga whales. This was when | was very
young. That is how | knew about hunting the whales. From that time, |
have never forgotten about how things were done. At that time they
used a traditional form of whale hunting. That is how | knew about it
and that was the reason why | was selected to be the head -- from plan-
ning to the actual killing of the whale. This kind of a hunt is not like any
other form of hunting, like for smaller mammals. It’s different. | was
able to use that knowledge, though probably not exactly in the same
fashion, to conduct this hunt. To get back to the planning of dividing
the responsibilities, Simeonie and | wanted to be in different boats,
canoes to be exact, so we could be more flexible though we had other
kind of boats. We wanted to use boats that were easily maneuvered. We
were to head the party. There were two other boats that were to be
our seconds.

M: Two boats?

J: Yes, two boats. These were big boats, white ones. There were two
more after them. They were there to make sure nothing went
wrong.They were also there to take over in case something happened. It
took us some time to spot a whale.The migration had already moved
on. As | said earlier, | had wanted to start the hunt in June to take
advantage of the available whales during that time of the year but due
to a number of reasons we were unable to begin at that time.
Equipment had to come in from elsewhere and that is why we could
not go ahead. It came at different times so the migrating whales had
passed by the time we went ahead. It was only when the last of the
whales were still here that we started the hunt.

The weather also hampered our start. When the weather calmed, we
started to look. The boat that spotted the whale would let the other
one know. No one spotted a whale that day and it was after we had
gone home that a whale was spotted out at sea, in the rough water.
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WRITTEN BY JANICE BRADEN

hen you want to study bowhead whales, you talk to the people who have
been watching them all their lives. The Inuit Bowhead Knowledge Study
interviewed Elders and hunters with encouraging resuilts.

The Nunavut Land Claim Agreement gives Inuit the right to harvest one bow-
head whale. Any further hunts depend on the results of a five-year study to
determine - through both scientific and traditional knowledge studies - whether
bowhead populations have rebounded enough to allow further hunting.

The Inuit Bowhead Knowledge Study team asked Elders and hunters in ten
communities to recall a lifetime of observations of the animals - where they saw
bowheads, how long ago, what time of year, etc. Taken together, this infor-
mation is giving the team a historical picture of bowhead populations in
Nunavut and has convinced them that these creatures are headed well away
from extinction.

"Sightings throughout the Baffin and Hudson Strait have increased in the last
30 - 50 years. We heard enough stories of sightings to know there are sizeable
increases in North and East Baffin (Pangnirtung to Arctic Bay), the Foxe Basin
and in the Hudson Strait (Repulse Bay, Coral Harbour, Igloolik and Hall
Beach)," states Keith Hay, Coordinator of the study.

Sightings in South Baffin have not increased significantly but Hay has a theory.
"One reason, anyway, is that the South Baffin isn't either a traditional or mod-
ern summering area for the bowheads. Animals are on the move migrating
through here in spring and fall when there aren't so many people out on the
water. This could be the reason they're not being seen," he speculates.

When asked for specific numbers, however, Hay hesitates. "Our best scientific
data on this is still very patchy. But if pressed for numbers, we think the popu-
lation in this region is around 1000. This is still much lower than the original
pre-whaling populations, which have been estimated at around 13,000 but it
does show that the population has rebounded to a certain extent."

Scope of the Study

While bowheads are sometimes seen in the Kitikmeot and in Sanikiluaq, sight-
ings are infrequent. For that reason, the study of bowheads in Nunavut, spon-
sored by the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board, narrowed its focus.
"Resolute doesn't see them often, so we didn't go there, and neither does
Sanikiluag. We didn't go west of Pelly Bay, but did find the people from Pelly
Bay to be helpful because so many of them are originally from Repulse Bay and
could talk about what they saw growing up, " Hay said. Similarly, while bow-
head sightings are rare around Rankin Inlet, Keewatin people are often from
Southampton Island so they could report on historical sightings from that area.

In addition to a study of populations and sightings over the years, the study
seeks to determine the importance of bowheads in Inuit culture and to do a
"cultural needs assessment" on what this importance means in the future.

Expanding Knowledge

Data collection finished in March 1997. The study team interviewed Elders
and hunters in ten communities then conducted follow-up workshops to con-
firm interview data and share Inuit knowledge learned from other communities.

Now in the data analysis stage, composite maps are being drawn to show sight-
ings and migration paths according to the Inuit seasons. "The whales winter in
Hudson Strait, others in Davis Strait and migrate in both spring and fall closer
to land as the ice pack recedes. In summer they are found in the bays of
North and East Baffin, in the Foxe Basin and around Southampton Island,” Hay
reports.

While the final analysis has not been completed, Hay now believes the greatest
support for future harvests comes from the cultural side. "It is still a small
stock, greatly reduced from its original numbers but based on scientific esti-
mates, it can sustain an occasional hunt," he says.

"Inuit have done without this for so long, that one of the strongest bases is the
cultural element, reviving the culture and keeping knowledge and tradition alive
by teaching young people," says Hay.

"Many Elders we interviewed had been on hunts or were kids when the bow-
heads were hunted and had tasted muktuq. Many people said it is the Elders
we must think about.”

The final report will be ready in May 1999. %
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- Weight of bowhead at greatest maturity: 100 tons.

I was asked if | wanted to go after that whale but it was very rough
weather. It was left up to me to make the decision.

I knew this was our last chance. | made the decision to go ahead even
though they werenot ideal conditions for a hunt. | wanted to try for it.
I was also thinking that we might be able to chase it toward land. |
decided to try anyway.

The advance boats went out to the site. We went ahead of the boat
that had spotted the whale and started to chase the whale toward the
land. We were able to do that and it went to calmer water so we were
able to hunt it.

What | had learned from my forefathers, as | stated earlie, about whale
hunting. They used to say that, my grandfather Angmarlik that is, if it

was this kind of a whale it would be hard to get and that kind itwould

be easy to get. | saw that this whale matched the kind he said was hard
to get. Even though I recognized the signs, | decided to go ahead, say-
ing if possible, we would get it, if not we’d lose it. It had all the signes
that it would be hard to get from what he used to say.

M: How do you know?

J: 1 wouldn’t know if | had not been told
but all whales have a blow hole on top of
their heads. Beluga are like that and so are
bowheads. Near the blow hole there is a
hump. If the hump is big, then it willbe hard
to get. That is what | used to hear them say.

M: If it has a hump?

J: Yes. If it was smooth then it would be
easy to get, very easy to get. But if it had a
hump it would be difficult. | wanted to go
after it anyway. It was not dangerous, as we
had been designated to go first in our boat. |
was to harpoon first and so | did. My second
in line went right after me. It became obvi-
ous right away that it would be hard to get.
It started rolling around in the water as soon
as it felt something. Once it started doing
that, the harpoons were like nothing. Even
the floats went. However it was still nearby,
and the the second set of boats also had har-
poons.

M: Who were they?

J: Abraham Keenainak was the head of that
boat. He had a crew of four. They har-
pooned with something other than floats.
They had what we call a niutaq. That boat
had that kind. They harpooned it with this
dragger. Though gallunaag-made, they had
one. This also had no effect on the whale.
Then the whale had nothing attached to it as
it kept getting rid of whatever we did as it
rolled around the sea. The other boat had a
harpoon with a long rope attached to it.
That was the only thing left. So it was har-
pooned again by them with a long roape attached.

M: Was that what we saw on TV?

J: Yes. We went to them -- we had to go to them -- all the advance
teams. The rope was snagging at times. The people in that boat were
very busy during that stage. They were the only people who were
placed in real danger. It went into deep water with two long ropes
attached. When the first one ran out, the other was attached to it. The
rope had almost played out when the whale stilled. It had apparently
come up for air but it was so far away that we did not spot it. It was
almost dark by then too. When the rope was running, floats were
attached at intervals. They also had no effect on slowing the whale.
When the rope stopped, Simeonie and | went in the direction of the
rope. It came up for air a few times. When it no longer moved,
Simeonie was able to shoot it.The hard part was over then, as the whale
no longer moved after he shot it.

20

PULA L <4AP< A*ab< 100 D Age of Pangnirtung whale: 15 years.

M: Was that the first shot at it?

J: Yes, that was the first shot. He had shot at it previously but that had
no effect either. But after it had been harpooned with the long rope
attachment, when he shot it, it was wounded and no longer moved. We
knew then it then that it would not get lost. We then approached the
whale, as the advance boats. We also had a qgalugiag. Even though we
did not really need to use it, it was part of the protocol on the hunt to
use the final killing harpoon. There were many boats that were observ-
ing, but they were to keep their distance so the main hunt teams would
not be hampered by their activities. They all co-operated. Before they
came to the kill site, we held a ritual as previously planned. When a
whale is killed, we do a hooray. What is being shown on TV is not a
true depiction of what we did at that point.

M: | had heard that that was the case and also that the singing on the
landing was not accurate.

J: Yes, that is not accurate. | thought everything would be done in
sequence but only parts of it were shown on TV, maybe because of
editing. There are a set of hoorays that need
to be done. It could be very educational if it
were complete. You have to do three
hoorays, one after the other. On TV it
seems that it’s done only once.

M: Also | heard that when they whale is
landed that the boats started the hoorays,
then the people on the land would answer
back. Was it supposed to be that way, with
the hoorays and singing starting from the
boats and repeated by the people on the
land?

J: Yes, | knew about that. It was done in
the old days by the people who depended
on the whales they hunted. It’s impossible to
do unless you’re in a true whale boat.

M: Yes.

J: The people in motored boats cannot
hear what is being said on the land. We
could not do everything exactly. Even in the
previous hunt | had taken part in, we could
not do that. We knew that people were
singing on the land, but we could not hear
them as we were in the peterhead boats at
that time. Yes, in the old days the people in
the boats would start the hoorays and start
singing with the people on the land repeat-
ing after them. | don’t know if they sang
before we landed -- | haven’t asked -- but it
was only after we landed that they sang.

M: Many people went onto the boats to
see, so maybe there weren’t that many peo-
ple on the land to greet the landing party.
There were hardly any people left in
Qikigtan at that point in time. They had
gone by boat when the whale was being towed.

J: Yes, that’s the way it happened. The song that was sung, | did not
know how it goes because | didn’t hear it sung in the first whale hunt |
partook in. The song that they sang, it was the first time I’d heard it.
I’ve heard that they sang a hymn from the bible. | don’t think this song
is a same song the people before us sang, | think it was made up. It
sounds like it. | think this song came to be used after Christianity came.
| doubt that this song is the exact song that was sung in the old days.

M: From the time you started planning the hunt to the finish, as this
was a very important event, who did you think of ? Did you think of
old whale hunters? Who did you thnik of most when it was over?

J: In the old days, we were in the same location where these hunts
used to take place. | thought of the people who did this in that place,
Qikigtan. There are a lot of people who took part in whale hunts who
used to live here but are no longer with us. Those were the people |
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most thought of, even before the hunt. | thought about my grandfather.
| was very happy about the hunt but | was also worried that | would
make a mistake. | worried that | would fail. | did not want to make a
mistake.

M: That can happen, as this is very important. Everyone is watching
what you’re doing, worldwide.

J: Yes. | was heading the team too. | was the first person responsible
for such a hunt in this area. | wanted to do the right thing. Even when |
was out hunting I could not forget about it. | didn’t want to make any
mistakes. | would be responsible if anything went wrong. If we made
mistakes, everyone would hear or see it. Our mistakes would have been
highlighted. If we were not successful in our harvest, everyone would
have heard about it. For example, the whale hunt in Repulse Bay. We
learned a lot from that hunt. We wanted to do better. When you are
the leader, it’s important to plan well so that you don’t make mistakes
or make the wrong decisions. Even when everything goes well, you are
happy that you didn’t make any mistakes.

M: Even though I didn’t know what you were planning, though | knew
you planning something, you kept people informed as to what you were
doing. That made a big difference when the actual hunt took place.

drALMC 55
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Number of neck vertebrae in whales: 7, all fused. BrbaMC PLrMC PALME d0 e 7, Aol ACP*)C

Everyone co-operated and | was very proud of that. The communities
were being informed, as the hunt was going on through CB [radios].
They were very excited. It was exciting to be hearing what was going on
as it happened. We didn’t want to be hindering your hunt. Even if you
didn’t know too much about whale hunting, the information coming out
was very understandable and this was good. This was a very important
event. .

J: Yes, it is very important. When we landed | was approached by a
reporter for an interview right away but | had to stop him. I told him it
was not the time to do it as our task was not done yet. | had to stop
another reporter by CB not to come near us before the whale was
dead. | also had to stop people from celebrating at the site because
they’d already started hooraying even before it was dead. These were
the only times | had to tell someone not to do something. From this
experience, | feel that | have something to offer. Even though there
probably will not be another such hunt, if there should be one | would
want to help with the experience | now have. Yes, | can help out in the
process, along with seeing how the whale can behave. If we had just
gone out hunting without planning from the winter it might have been
different. But with this planning, it went well, if not perfect.

Number of neck
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M: Do you know how many people you had working for you, in differ-
ent aspects of the hunt?

J: Yes, | know approximately how many people were involved. We
have them written down somewhere. | was asked by DFO how many
would be involved when we applied for the license. Everyone had to
sign up on the application, they all did that. We gave out certificates
recently at a ceremony in the community hall. There were around 29
or 30 people who took part.

M: Do you know which of the communities got parts of the whale?

J: 1 was not involved in that at all. Once the muktuk landed in
Pangnirtung, | had no more involvement. The baleen was placed outside
my house for awhile but I had it removed as | will not be staying in the
community all the time and it might get misplaced. | didn’t want to be
responsible for it. We gave, Simeonie and |, that responsibility of distri-
bution to the HTO. | don’t think the muktuk was cut and distributed
out of Pangnirtung, | think it was sent to Iqaluit in bulk and then distrib-
uted to the communities and organizations from there. The hunters
were not involved in that area. | do know that one whale is not enough

Sex of Pang whale: Male. ~ Pra™, <*o*J[ 4'QCh: 4N
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for everyone with so many communities and people in them. Some did
get small pieces, some did not. I did not understand why we could only
hunt one whale, but | was told that if we could not land this whale,
they would allow us to get another. | didn’t understand that.

M: If you didn’t catch it or it sank, you could get another one?

J: We could get another if we did’t get this one, though they said we
could only get one. It seemed that we could get more than one.

M: Maybe they wanted you to get so much?

J: Yes, they didn’t want us to lose this one. They wanted us to suc-
ceed.

M: The paper you signed, | saw it in Qikiqtan, was that the actual
license?

J: Yes, we had to wait for that to be approved, we couldn’t go ahead
with out it.

M: Even after you were in Qikiqtan, because of bad weather, did it get
delayed?

Age of sexual maturity for female bowheads: 20 years. GIb®INE oA 4‘1\‘?%
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~ Thickness of blubber when fully matured: 18 inches

J: | could only sign that at the site, the license.

M: Oh, if you had to wait longer, because of the weather and such,
how much longer did you have to harvest the whale?

J: Yes. We had from July to the end of September to get a whale.
M: That long?

J: Yes. We still had a long time if we had to wait. Even though the
migration would have been over, we had the time.

M: When in July do the whales come to this area?
J: Some are still around but not many are around by that time of the

year. They are more numerous in the spring just after the ice breaks up.

They are most numerous in June, so it would be better to hunt them
then. We would have a choice of animals then.

M: If another hunt should be approved for another community at some
time in the future, what would you tell them, either in planning or in
harvesting?

J: | know that they don’t have experienced whalers either, so | would
offer my expertise. If a hunt was to take place while I’'m still alive |
would want to assist them. Simeonie and | have been told that at some
time, | don’t know when, that we will conduct a workshop or a training
session .
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M: The gun that you used, you went to Iqaluit to be trained in it’s
operation. Where did that gun come from?

J: | think it came from Kivallig, it may have been used during their
hunt, | don’t know for sure. That gun is not very good. The one we
used in the previous hunt I talked of was a good one. It was old but it
was good. The gun we used did not go off at times and this made the
hunt more iffy. We had ordered one, but it didn’t arrive on time. If we
had waited for it we would have been too late. It had-to come from
outside Canada. That is a good gun. It had difficulty crossing the border
from the U.S. It needed a special permit to cross the border. We decid-
ed not to wait for it. We didn’t even see it. | think it’s in Iqaluit.

M: The ones at the Angmarlik Center were good ones?

J: Yes, those are good. I think the gun we used a long time ago is
there. The short gun. We used the same design but it didn’t work well.
It failed to go off at times and it seems complicated when you have to
use it. Yes, that’s how it went.

M: Do you want to add anything else?

J: That’s about it but | want to say the people who did the cutting
worked very hard.

Length of tongue: 7 feet.
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g» Weight of Pang whale (max. weights in brackets)

AP So®® (Lo APA®)BSodNHd. At oPdDAa? e fa S5 *I*
(Lo A<anbl

LWe: CALe 4Pdo® oaciC CALY <SaObcsod 5%
HMIAQ . L DML 54® bo'e DHPNNLLZ*PIC <Saobd 5% ¢
D5 bo® ALALST?

YA CAdD ALY A" cntdo*D® ACH™OC Pd*o* oac o
ACHPOT A CH*IaDradbio®ht Ab<P a Sy *I)M. AoN M
CALAYbo*)bSod®o-*bS Ab<PLLZ*C*b Ac® Ab<PLLY®Cb. <L
<@ PHPEDILEM Cbbda ™S bLAP*C(N"¢ CALA* o *bC
ALboPA® barP o O% bo®* AP obiPLWC PP BDPL=OM
PHDLDILEM, (ba S PMPoo Ac odN<Le<dNCP>a Do
Prd=o-P<d® DD HDPLS CAL.

L'Je: CALe CA*a PPN <P A" of

A PNPDPPLTLDY bo® DAdbLiLS Ac"od*NC>r,
CA*a.cP<4® @ P*SLM~05C?

LAd: P T U< Ao e (o IR d*)B*N HIDA D*(Mo®
BORLC PN, (A% APIPLMORSLE (Aac BDPP*LYS
L DD DL CALATD*PLIM 54% AD<c DoPL<®

AdBDL 5o AP DI*E 5B Ce P L. (A%acc®

e P AC®bEd 5L CALARLS asa PP Y. (A%a o

AD4*)C

PULA“e L < oI <S> (PYLAe™ Ata“cabPYCUddPLY)

ADo*RD> - AL 54A® PR D™ DCEPL-<LN.

DC*Pa A*b 5P N*d > PYL 5o d*IA55C AP * Do §* (DL
AL ba (TP O* (LB *NC> L doS* (> —S5<4* N5 (A%a
NPRYPLE® AP A€ oPNHAb. (Atac Mdelio o@D
ba CWJ* AbP"a Ac®*boS* (DML ("o (€ ddoD<Nr<bsy
NP=P=abSDPNM<YL ba CI**PNb 5o PP<do- ba (¢ CAYLY
IPDCPN5d AA DM <NMbo* < ALY

NP SPNM 54" ALY DCHPANALAc<SDE b oAD DL MC
Cde D= MLAc®(>¢ Ab s o4 A<L>4® (A%a.

Lo Abo)ebA APL ™ C CdPL/MC <Lt O?

YAd: A, CALAD c AP<“cAdoAS (Ao D AX® CAL
DQPLP*ILN® CAbo<>®. (A%a IPPNb c<5*. CALA <L 54®
A% Db*CC ALD* ADbRE 5L5<4% At PPdo

AP A DM OIAS o PP ABCNONS" 50 anaracnd®
Dsoe*asd. A, CALADR Sy D®IJC

LYe: PAT® Acr®b®oPLAS? A%\ %P*o-SL.

YA DRMND® o< (A CAL AP PorLEDC
PP L Yy CAA AcA<d 5 P®)C, Aca~d5bA e D*IC
LWe: Pl Do AXD 50?

Of muktug: 3000

27



M: They did it very quickly too?

J: Yes, they were fast and they did a good job. Not too much went to
waste. Mainly the fat was not used. The meat was saved for dog food.
It didn’t go bad so it would have been good for food, if you were used
to eating whale meat. The bones were all saved. We allowed the people
to take the bones as we didn’t want to leave them at the site because
animals and polar bears would just remove them. The only thing left at
the site is the head. There were hardly any people left there to help us
to put it in a safe place so we left it there. We would have liked to put
it further up land but we couldn’t move it.

M: Perhaps next year that can be done. It will be cleaned and there
will be more people to help?

J: Yes, the fat and meat will have been cleaned and it will be possible
to put in in a better place and it will be there to be viewed.

M: We want it in a good place?

J: We want it in a good place so it can be preserved. We probably will

not be allowed to harvest another one in this area again. If another was
to be harvested, | think it would be elsewhere.

M: Is it now a good memory to have, now that it’s over?
J: Yes.

M: It was good to have it in this area and it went so well, we’re so
pleased about it.

J: Yes, we had no involvement in selection of the site when they were
planning it. We got involved only when it was to go ahead and planned
it. We had this opportunity and it went well so we’re happy about it.

M: Yes. This is it for me, thank you.

J: You’re welcome. | probably excluded some of the details but that’s
for another time. But in the main, that is what we did from the begin-
ning to the end. Simeonie and | were to be last to leave the site along
with the main team, five boats in all. We had planned to arrive in this
community in an organized manner. The boats were all lined up, and
Simeonie had told me to head the procession. As we were arriving, |
became shy to be first when | saw all the people at the dock. There was
a big crowd to greet us. Thank you. 3¢

kilograms (10 000 kg).
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L*C™: 3000 PoJS (10,000 PosJS)

Of blubber: 12 000 kg (40 000 kg)
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Permission for reproduction of this pattern is granted
for personal use only. Any reproduction for com-
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To make one angel you
will need:

1 body (sealskin)
1 wings (sealskin)
1 face (sealskin)

1 halo (wolf fur)
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Aaju Peter of Iqaluit has created the design for a perfect angel. It is made of sealskin with a halo of wolf or
fox, and looks wonderful alone or with a whole choir. It is a great first sealskin sewing project for children so

look at our step-by-step instructions and follow along.

= (L  Body

1. PON A0 [PHL e 4D s) A" UAE. AccbB(%E <AF
o TE T o i o
Cut out pattern for large or small angel. Copy on to cardboard and sealskin.

) AR F. oINYINL DAY DL Aol A
Cut out pieces. o9 oS o 'LNNASA“5J.
Cut out strip of wolf fur. Stitch onto back of angel’s head,
gathering so it will fit.




4. ANCELE ~<AKS® PPt 5.
NrsJ<4™ oS
Glue cardboard to back of angel
body.

= Pa*, Face

KoG¥C bNN“LM MiARCbe,
Bring sides together and stitch.

6, Pa M DO s AeSCRbS F M D M o Pt 7. b5 *C® Mo KDIN L) 154
NrvC Pa™C AclodiC M*dAS~ 5. AN TNbA% 4P DC*BE, AAMC
Cut sealskin face from contrasting color of fur. Trim away cir- [ sAE5pe;
cle of fur on body where it should go. Glue into place. Cut fabric 1/4 inch larger than

8. cAN"LJ B et AR 9.
AN 85 At el Fletoisd
(L*a 1¥4 o~\%” An"oJ
AN DS
Glue fabric over cardboard wings, shiny
side out. Wrap 1/4 inch flap around
edge and glue.

wings. Stitch corners and gather.

AN PP DAMUNLM o ] O, ANPSRY D odof %P5,
<ALS gt A€ bPNCLd.

Glue sealskin on to opposite side of Position wings on angel’s back.
cardboard wings. Stitch at top and bottom.
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Sewing Up

the orth

Name of Company: Arctic Creations

Owner: Monica Ell

Location: Iqaluit, Nunavut

Year Started: 1996

Type of Business: Retail fabric and gift store, manufacturer of
sealskin products and contemporary products (clothing, parkas,
curtains, etc.)

Number of Employees: 4-7 full-time (depending on season) and
10 or more part-time.

Monica Ell always loved hobbies such as sewing, knitting and
macrame so starting a store that specializes in the sale of these
kinds of items was an easy fit. "Others had tried doing sealskin
and fabrics but their heart wasn't in it. My heart is in it," she
says determinedly. "I want to run it for myself. | don't have
someone else pushing me to run it."

Arctic Creations has been a northern success story, creating
work opportunities for many in the Iqaluit community through
its steady expansion. Aside from the retail store, a manufactur-
ing facility on a separate site creates items such as sealskin brief-
cases and knapsacks, parkas and clothing, while a cottage indus-
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try of home sewers supplies the store with smaller items such as
slippers and mitts. "We also buy seal, wolf and fox skins from

local hunters, employ two women as scrapers and a few others
who cut skins from patterns."

It's this kind of broad enterprise that won her the Business of
the Year Award from the Baffin Regional Chamber of
Commerce. As well, she thinks she may be the only northerner
listed in the International Who's Who of Professionals. Active in
the community, Ell also finds time to sit as vice-president of
Pauktutiit and on the board of the Iqaluit District Education
Authority.

Keys to Success

Long-time interests in sewing and craft have served her well in
business life. "If you don't know your product it's not going to
sell for you." EIl thinks the other reason for her success in
retail is her personality. "You really have to be able to please a
customer, you have to be friendly. If you don't have all that,
the chances of succeeding are not really good."

Another key to Ell's success is a strong and knowledgeable sup-
port network. "I have friends and relatives in other regions that
are doing similar things, people who own and run a store. They
have been my role models and encouragement and mentors. |
think if you don't have this you don't have anyone to ask what
mistakes they might have made in the past, areas you can
improve in, what products are out there," she says. "For the
first couple of years its all guess and game to see if the products
will sell so this advice is really helpful."

Being in a central location has served her well and Ell's business
is a perfect example of the niches to be found in an expanding
market. "The regional hospital is here, it's where a lot of the
major offices are, meetings happen here from around the
region. If it wasn't a stopping point for a lot of these type of
people, | don't think | would have succeeded as much."
Igaluit's growth in the last few years has allowed entrepreneurs
such as Ell to build businesses specializing in areas that were pre-
viously served only by larger department stores.

Notes for Entrepreneurs

When asked what she wishes she knew in the beginning, Ell
answers without hesitation. "Funding. People that give out
funding. | knew a little, but there are so many avenues you can
take. No one is going to give it to you on a silver platter. It's
all over the place - different agencies, different governments,
different projects. That's the main thing."

Ell lists a few fundamental points of advice for the aspiring
entrepreneur. "Know the product you're thinking about selling.
Investigate the market -- go to the economic development peo-
ple and see if there's ever been any research on your idea or if
they can help you do it on your own."

Her final advice is even more basic. "And find funding for it.
Some people think you can just start it with the money handed
to you from these funding agencies. You have to put a lot of
your time and energy and money in it for it to succeed."

Time and energy and money have certainly paid off for Monica
Ell and Arctic Creations. Future plans include putting the retail
and manufacturing businesses under one roof and expanding.
But when asked whether she'll move into other lines of business,
Ell is certain she wants to stay the course. "l think I should
stick to this. It's been good. If I try to do too much it's not a
good business practice. That could make or kill a business."
But for this self-determined, self-made businesswoman, that
doesn't seem too likely at all. 3
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/orld Comes to Nunavut

Although you might not see it yet, Nunavut took a huge step into the
digital age in the last year as the Wired North initiative brought a
digital communications network into every community. While this
means that distance education, telemedicine and government servic-
es such as drivers and hunting licenses could be around the corner, it
also means that Internet access in small communities is much closer.

Ardicom Digital Communications received the contract to hook up
the communities and General Manager Ken Todd suggests that
Internet access will come in one of two ways. Both ways show
opportunities for entrepreneurs.

“An Internet Service Provider (ISP) needs about 30 accounts to be
viable, with the rest of their revenue coming from computer support
and web site design,” says Todd. “ For smaller communities, its not
likely they would have 30 private computers, so the other option is
for the community to apply for a CAP (Community Access Plan)
grant through Industry Canada. “

This Federal Government initiative provides money to community
groups who want to bring Internet access to remote and rural sites.
“You could have five computers in a central location tied to the
main circuit that the hamlet would have, and the public would have
Internet access, “ Todd states. “This could mean email accounts,
surfing the Web and all the rest.”

Either way, an ISP is still necessary. “Someone needs to host those
accounts, whether they be a local ISP or ISPs in another community.
It can be hosted remotely by an existing ISP without taking on the
full financial risk of providing for that community.” says Todd.
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So will there be room for new ISPs? “Sure. The whole thing is
driven by economics. The reason why there isn’t an ISP in every
community is that there is no math there, there’s no business case.
As more and more computer users get on in a community, then there
is likely going to be a better business case and an opportunity for a
local guy,” states Todd.

When asked what it takes to become an ISP, Todd is emphatic. “The
main thing is a keen interest and the desire to stick with something.
The equipment costs $10-20 thousand depending on how much
they want to do themselves and external support they need.” On top
of that is a good accounting package. “That’s where any small busi-
ness encounters challenges is in the billing, maybe in the collecting
on the bills. That can be a challenge.”

Thirty accounts doesn’t seem like a lot, but for most, becoming an
ISP is just the beginning. “If you look in North America right now,
people don’t get rich on being an ISP. Where they make their
money is on the peripherals, in providing computer support at a rate
of anywhere between $60-100 per hour. As more and more comput-
ers get on line, there’s more opportunities there. You require more
training to support those machines”.

Although all Nunavut communities are now hooked into the net-
work, Ardicom is "improving deficiencies" in Hall Beach, Taloyoak
and Pelly Bay.

For more information on how to apply for a Community Access
Plan grant, contact Linda Haydn at (867)920-6205, Jacquelyn Burles
(867)873-7225 or Michele Irving (867)873-7272. *
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At Work in Gjoa Haven

When Peter Akkikungnaq started APM Construction with his two
partners, he was ready for a change. “After 11 years of working for
the hamlet of Gjoa Haven, I was looking for something different.
All T saw was water and sewage”, says Peter.

DAY 1%)¢ oo SNdAT NP

Seven years later, Peter is the only partner still working for the com-
pany full-time.

In a small community, winter is the slow business season, but he
has no regrets. “If I had enough snow removal in winter it would be
better, but its still pretty good”. In his early days he faced the chal-
lenges of lack of money, lack of experience, lots of paperwork and
little working capital but he worked through those with the determi-
nation of a true entrepreneur.

His advice to others wanting to start a business? “Keep hammering.
In the beginning of the first year, you’re willing to work, your mind
is there, and you’re willing to do the long hours. The challenge is to
keep it up over the long run.” %
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Finding Your Niche

Business ldeas for a growing market

The opportunities for starting a business in Nunavut have never
been better. But for many budding entrepreneurs, the question is,
what kind of business?

According to Steven Morse, Economic Development Officer for
Kakivak Corporation, you have to start by taking a close look at the
size and wealth of your community. “Igloolik, for example, has had
about 200 full-time jobs. With the new government they will get 75
more. This is a massive increase in usually well-paying jobs. This
greatly increases the amount of money floating around the commu-
nity”, he says.

“To get an idea of what businesses could be successful, look at
another community that is a little larger and a little wealthier than
yours. What kind of businesses work there? Cape Dorset, which

has always had more money because of its carving industry, can
support two coffee shops. Igloolik now has one. When will it get
big enough to support a second?”, Morse asks.

“As disposable income rises, people will spend more money on
entertainment. It may be a while before a small community can
support a movie theatre, but what about a pool hall or a video store
with greater selection than the Northern or the Coop?” he suggests.
“As the working population increases, these are all real possibili-
ties. Ask yourself, when will my community be able to support an
automobile repair shop, a clothing store, a travel agency?”

For growing communities, Morse has some suggestions for business
that are likely to be needed. So for aspiring entrepreneurs, the ques-
tion to ask is this: if this service isn’t available now, when will my
community be large enough to support it?
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Here are some ideas for businesses which
could be appropriate for your growing
community:

% Beauty shop for haircuts and perms.

% Taxi service that’s not just for the airport.

% Outfitting gear store. With the new seal agree-
ment with China, the numbers of active hunters in
communities could greatly increase, and they need
supplies.

% Second hotel.

% Janitorial service. With new offices in town,
this service could increase from a part-time job to
one that sustains 2-3 full-time jobs.

% Home maintenance. More private houses
means more private need for plumbers, air condi-
tioning & heating mechanics, carpenters, home
renovators, etc.

% Real estate holding. Building and managing
rental units to satisfy the need for housing.

% Bed & Breakfast. Business travellers and
tourists often prefer this inexpensive alternative to
hotels. This is a great way to get revenue from
extra rooms in your home.

% Computer support. New government offices
may find it less expensive to use local computer
support than to fly in a technician.

% Photo developer.

% Pool and video hall.

% Convenience store with hours different than the
Northern or Coop. #

Nunasi Corporation announced the formation of a new
environmental testing firm, Nunasi Environmental. The
new company will perform air, water and soil testing for
projects such as the clean-up of the former DEW Line
sites. Other work will include contamination studies and
environmental testing for drinkable water.

Nunasi Environmental is jointly owned by Nunasi
Corporation and Bodycote Technitrol of Montreal.
Initially, the head office will be located in Yellowknife,
with plans for a laboratory and environmental service
centre in Nunavut. *

Putting it to the Test
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GLOBAL WARMING Bl you live in the Arctic and

thought maybe global warm-
ing by a few degrees might not be such a bad thing, think
again. Beneath the thin layer of soil that thaws and
freezes every year — the “active layer”, as scientists call it
- some lands in the Arctic are so fragile that if they melt ,
they will just disappear.

Amazingly, under their active layer some islands in the
Arctic are composed of only 5% soil and 95% ice. When
this layer is exposed to temperatures above zero, either
through natural erosion or global warming, it simply
melts and washes away into the ocean.

The most famous example of this is on Herschel Island in
the Western Arctic. A cliff over one kilometre wide has
been left exposed and is melting away and receding
deeper into the island by over 30 metres every year.

“Like a block of sugar in a bowl of water, Herschel Island
is melting away at the sides. Whether it will completely
wash away is unknown, but in parts of the island there is
so much ice melting that from year to year the landscape
is changing dramatically,” says Wayne Pollard, a McGill
University geologist and permafrost expert with over 20
years experience in the Arctic.

While the Mackenzie Delta and Yukon have it worse
because of their soft sediment, Nunavut’s rockier soil is a
protection in only some areas. Many sections of Victoria
Island and Ellesmere Island -- 76 on Ellesmere’s Fosheim
Peninsula alone -- are among the sites in the Arctic that
scientists have identified as melting. If surface tempera-
tures warm even slightly over a long period, we could
find inland lakes forming as melted ice rises to the sur-
face. *

Herschel Island, where in one year this ice cliff grew from 600 metres to 1 kilometre wide and deepened by 30 metres.
H>A PPRC, Do UM APPT ot APcP®® 600 ['Cot PDM 1 PlCI Nod¢ 4L 4 30 ['Cot <GJCLS
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Above: Cambridge Bay Elder Marjorie Taptoona
#9 Right: Mabel Angulalik, a consulting Elder on

i the Ekalluk River Project, sits with a friend near
the caribou drive.
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The Ekalluk River Project

When Frank Analok looks
at the Ekalluk River, he

doesn't see it in the same way as the archaeologists. They

see one of the oldest, largest caribou drives in the circumpo-

lar Arctic, excellent examples of Dorset-era long houses and a
site rich with artifacts. He sees all that and more.

As the oldest resident of Cambridge Bay, he remembers a
time when so many people would come to hunt and catch fish
here that tents were lined up far along both sides of the river.
He remembers his grandfather using the caribou drive, herd-
ing the animals or hiding in the large blinds while women
attended several kilometres of tiny, two-foot inuksuit, set on a
ridge so ill-sighted caribou would trod a path of avoidance
toward the hunters. He recalls women building up the inuk-
suit with clods of dirt and attaching flapping strips of sealskin
to blow in the wind, giving life to the little stone cairns and
making them a fearful sight for the skittish caribou. And he
remembers all that ending around the 1920’s when rifles were
introduced to the people so that such elaborate set-ups were
no longer a necessity.

As Honourary Chairperson of the Kitikmeot Heritage Society,
Analok and two other local Elders, Mabel Angulalik and
Marjorie Taptoona, are supporting the Society’s Ekaluk River
Project by visiting the sites and recording memories and
knowledge that may not be self-evident to scientists. The
project seeks to combine the benefits of oral history with
those of archaeology and at the same time, gain both artifacts
and stories that can be shared with young people in the area.

So far the project has almost completed its oral history stage,
recording digital videotape and photograph-

the region but, without a proper facility to house the frail arti-

facts, they were removed to southern centres. Now however,
the CMC is willing to give the items on permanent loan under
the condition that a facility capable of housing and preserving
such treasures is available.

The Society was already bursting at the seams of its commu-
nity library home, housed in the same building as the local, ill-
fated high school. Since the high school burnt down in the
summer, the group has found that the replacement facility
(due to reduced square metre / student ratios) will be even
smaller than their previous space — from 350 sg. m. to 266
sg.m. This combined with the need to upgrade in order to get
the promised CMC materials means that the Society is under-
taking a building project to create a centre with sufficient size
and climactic controls to house both them and their new col-
lection.

Cambridge Bay Cultural Centre?

Cambridge Bay currently has neither a museum nor a cultural
centre but the Society aims to change that. In the next
months, the group will be speaking to governments, individu-
als and foundations to create a building and fundraising cam-
paign for a new cultural facility. Nunavut's new Department
of Education, Culture, Language and Youth are encouraging
and with that, the group is starting to plan strategy. While no
target dates are in place yet, having the goal of a museum-
quality collection in their own community is an exciting goal.

And then, people like Frank Analok will have more to show
the children than a wealth of memories. %

ic images of the Elders pointing out site
highlights and relating their knowledge of
the site. Site surveys were conducted this
summer and in the next stage of the proj-
ect, the Society’s Board wants to oversee a
full-blown archaeological study of the site.
Being 30 miles from town, they have con-
cerns about access and want to have the
found items— now archaeological artifacts —
brought to town so Elders can show chil-
dren and share their stories.

Next Big Step: A Room of Their Own

The Board, composed almost entirely of
local Elders, is excited about their next
steps too. The Canadian Museum of
Civilization has agreed to repatriate many
of the artifacts taken from the Ekalluk River
site and other sites in the area back to
Cambridge Bay. From the 1960’s through
to the 1980’s, archaeologist Dr. Bill Taylor
studied and recorded many of the sites in

AOG*)C




Ab 5t & AL —dNCP oL (ae o)

ALab~* PY 'l AbPad®™In Al sprbil S afl o

bNLAS, AoB*)¢ AodbBAa <5 5N 00 b*Jo* C(Abo,
YALE B> PD =T bLMHDo-d*I™. ba(l (drLbAcnns
APELLC PN*NSYSL 5Nt M Act AdbSot ALDrPL<o
Absb d¢ bolr™Mot Al AP ot AcbrL<c¢ Asdo
NPPL~<0¢ Ab_5*DNAIS CAb™™.S 19600, b<r 5Nt D*N°L
PS 19805, Adbeni, C*C Ac<dt (ADT) CAc HBPRLN®ZL<®
AL NN M A AcT ot (€o PPdoc,
Acthb*N=a Pt 4Ca®)C ADDBAS, > *NC>P*LLC

%> 50 o0ad"of (drLHA* oS Lac P/do, ball
(LD AARE dorPSL®)C (Lo a o d®N ¢
ACHIRPLIA  *IN* Acth b <oNt s

AP Ot Cdo™ AP<oS dDA*aP<o¢ ADbSoS

ArP<® (CH4den®™)® oo Pl PhlLBAT Acl<C(M o,
AcMoIN® vacc ActodAd 5 PPl ¥

Ac MoK PGHA*INE, CAL* S AP D*N ) Ao
AP P®®, AMP<* 50U Ac oAb (TPPA*C>PLILY)
MPo* DU YA LS Aol P*(M S (L a5, AcH*Do
ADELP T Ko ba dbio¢ ASR*NCD> PN ba (T
CPLDAM Do, DPHE>* NP Ko € 45Nk

AINEIAD -<d*I™ o LBt 43 o™LJ¢ <L s

AL Dot *AAPPL e Acthnod®CE <L
(¢ Cdr*hDod®dC

ABS NS A It CdrLBAM?

AbSINA® L*ab<® CdrLBAD MO L5 Ac®drIbiot
(> LbADBSe PPdo NIMTP<* dPPAaAI®>® CLOMM.
bA<do C*PD~o, NMTD<® PHHNHHCrd®)¢ LLLo?,
AodA*aSot L5 Ab<*NP Lot NMD<o* Na LNt
A" SIS ot 45 PaPbo® bN*AAcPa AL*("o*
Ac®drI%B o A'LYNCLELNY. 00> oC* Acnd™M
Actod®) P, Ac®drs IS, Db 4L L*d*DoC
ANRNPIA A dbiocd®>C L 5 (L aPN5N, NMTP<®
LaP<® P SMAXPNM 0 Nal dc®™)Nt. Ac

BAP PP GRPL M 5PN LM Ao, DL
CdrLBAT W a*)o® AcdcS™ oalb o YA LAPD®
JSLa A 4.

Abst dWC AaAd* (Dol birod®D® A

AL DA e’ b0 AL onba®® of®

AatdC*CA o4 Acthb®*N oL N*PNY 5o

AP YA D B*It dMTP o N*PNb o' so. <L
PYodUS, AoAS C*dla® DA™ da s

CINSP <0 PP P ad®dC Aot APBPLEPAQT o8 %

Analok demonstrate
where to shoot from
hunter’s blind.

ot (PINNS
AdNdo CoPLoso |
P dn 4L L®,

42

ITTUARTUUT




[.ife on Other Planets

Nunavut's High Arctic May Hold the Answer

GEeoLoGY Could there have been life on Mars? Researchers
from McGill University and NASA think that salt water springs on
Axel Heiberg Island in Nunavut’s High Arctic may hold the answer.

At a latitude of 80 degrees north, Alex Heiberg Island is permanent-
ly frozen, with average temperatures of minus 20 degrees. A thick
layer of permafrosz lies under the surface but this layer maintains a
temperature of only minus 1 or 2 degrees. These conditions, scien-
tists speculate, are similar to those on Mars around two billion years
ago. As well, thick salt domes, sometimes several kilometres wide
and hundreds of metres tall, dot the High Arctic landscape. Formed
by geological forces, these mounds were created when heavy rock
settled and pushed the lighter salt up to the surface.

Enter the springs. McGill University geomorphologist Wayne
Pollard and his team have discovered four saltwater springs emerg-
ing from the salt domes which, because of their high salt content,
have a freezing temperature of minus 7 to 10 degrees. This allows
the saltwater to pass through the seemingly unpenetrable permafrost
as a liquid spring. Unsalted freshwater simply freezes before it ever
gets near the surface.

And whether its Earth or Mars, the logic goes, where there’s water,
there’s often life. “If there is ice, there had to have been water, and
if there was water, there’s a good chance there could have been
life,” surmises Pollard. NASA scientists have already determined
ice exists on Mars.

However, Pollard and his team don’t stop there. Based at the McGill
Research Station on Axel Heiberg, the group has found a type of
bacteria living in the saltwater at temperatures colder than any other
species that has ever been found, showing that life is possible even
in sub-zero temperatures. With these results they are now starting to
question science’s theories on the very origins of life. Conventional
wisdom has it that the formation of the first bacteria required a
warm, soupy environment similar to the tropics. With their new evi-
dence in hand, the McGill group are now suggesting that life may
not have started in a warm environment, but a cold one.

Ne IS

view of salt dome
delberg Island,

Fascinating as the results are, Pollard wants to get more evidence to
support his theories. He is asking High Arctic residents and trav-
ellers to contact him if they know of any other saltwater springs in
the High Arctic. So far, their most southern site is at a latitude of 78
degrees. He warns that some may confuse the saltwater streams
with glacial streams. “Sometimes, melt off the side of a glacier will
result in a stream which may look like a stream. But if you taste the
water you’ll know the difference — the saltwater streams are very
salty.”

Anyone wanting to contact Wayne Pollard with information can do
so0 by contacting the /ttuaqtuut office and we will forward the mes-
sage. ¥

8. km wide.
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Bringiﬁg Kﬁoi&ledge to
The People

w1 In 1990, a group of volunteers at the
L May Hakongak Community Library
posed the questions: why were so few Inuit people using the
library and what could be done to change that? The answer
seemed to be that the library was not responding to the kinds
of materials the Cambridge Bay Inuit wanted. It lacked cultur-
ally relevant material, materials written in Innuinagtun and
non-text materials such as videos and recordings of stories.
Finding this type of information in any amount proved
extremely difficult so they decided to take the next step and
simply make their own.

Or not so simply, for the success of the materials developed
by this small library group would make a southern historical
society pale in comparison. They started by recording oral
histories of Elders and making the videos available on loan
through the library. Says Kim Crockett, President of the
Society, “The videos continue to be so popular even today
that the Elders themselves have to compete to get their hands
on them”. Displays and albums of historical photographs
became regular features at the centre and soon, the library
was finding its numbers swell. From 1990 to 1995, monthly
attendance numbers increased from 300 to over 1000.

After forming as the Kitikmeot Heritage Society in 1995, the
group moved on to larger projects. Still staying close to its
roots in sharing the same building as the local school, the
group undertook field work and workshops with Kiilinik High
School students. The group is co-producing, with renowned
filmmaker Vic Pelletier, a series of documentary videos on
drumdancing, carving and the legend of Uvayok (also known
as Mount Pelly). A publishing project has commissioned a
series of accompanying prints from local artist Elsie
Klengenberg to be made into a book. The Multi-media Project
has Society staff re-writing oral histories in formats suitable for
both adult literacy education and elementary school students.
They are assisting Parks Canada with a new book on
Nunavut, have cooperated on numerous film projects with
Inuit Broadcasting Corporation and southern television pro-
grams and have collaborated with many researchers wanting
to work in the region.

While most of the work is done by members of the Board of
Directors, the Society now has one full-time research assis-
tant who translates tapes, catalogues materials and assists
with field projects. As one of the most active and successful
heritage societies in Nunavut, they are sure to spawn exciting
projects for years to come. %
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Feeding Holiday Visitors
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Pizzn with Cavtbouw Mea?

1 -850 gr. pizza mix

% - 1 c. caribou meat, cut up and slightly browned in a
frying pan

Mozzarella cheese

Onion

Pineapple

Mushrooms

Optional:
Tomatoes
Bacon
Other meats
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Spread pizza dough on a cookie sheet, then spread
tomato sauce over the dough. Spread the caribou
meat, mushrooms, pineapple and onion over the toma-
to sauce. Spread grated cheese then sprinkle herb
package over the pizza.

Bake at 425 degrees for 25 minutes.
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Oven Bated Bannook

5 c. flour

3 tsp salt

3 tbsp. baking powder

2 c. water

% c. cooking oil (| use crisco)
1 c. raisins (optional)

Mix all together and spread into a 13 x 9 baking sheet. Use

an ulu to score into 15 square pieces.
Bake at 350 degrees for 30 — 45 minutes.

ITTUARTUUT




Pdd— PS¢
pAc 15
[oPI)Aa T

a P> ha <>®
CALAOo*

> nd*)BSALC
A 4%)%)o-*
b

bAA %o,

These muffins
take only 15
minutes to
bake so Nanci
always whips
up a batch
when visitors
drop by for tea
or coffee.
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Nanes i Kik Blaothony Soomes

2 c. flour

Y2 c. sugar

1 tbsp. baking powder

Y2 tsp. salt

Y2 c. butter or margarine, cold

1 egg
2/3 c. milk

1 c. black berries or raisins (optional)

Milk for brushing tops
Sugar for sprinkling

Mix flour, sugar, baking powder and salt in large bowl. Cut in
butter until crumbly.

Beat egg lightly in small bowl. Add milk. Pour into dry ingre-
dients. Add blackberries and stir with fork to make a soft
dough. Pat into two 6 inch rounds. Place on greased baking
sheet.

Brush tops with milk and sprinkle with sugar. Score each top

with ullu into 6 pie-shapped wedges. Bake at 425 degrees for

15 minutes until risen and golden brown. %
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Legends af Place Names

<
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In this regular feature, /ftuaqtuut asks you to share some of the many thousands of legends and tales that sur-
round places in Nunavut and their names. The stories are fascinating and reflect the unique cultural heritage of
our land, but many are being lost for younger generations. Do you remember a place you visited as a child? A
story you were told? Please share it with the rest of us.
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\  Island

Marble Island is an |ceberg that

changed into an island. That is
why it is white. According to one of
the legends, an old lady died on the
island, so if you visit Marble Island
for the first time, you have to crawl
on your elbows and knees, regard-

less of if its low tide or high tide.
This is the way you respect the old

lady who died on the island.

John Ayaruaq, Iqaluit
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‘Studentsorteachers wantir nstruct an oral history projer el al lders,are inwted to bontact
Ittuaqtuut. Send all submis uut (Legends of Place | ), Nu javik Inc., Box 638,
Iqaluit NT X0A OHO. If y  mug. [ftuagtuut
jpaysasmallfeefor e
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Sanikiluaq can be seen at a distance
from the top of Kingaluk.

About five miles north of our community is a lake called
Kingaluk or the Bluff. The legend of this place says
that a man, a woman and their baby lived together near
this place. The man had a terrible temper and every
time he would get upset, he would drive her up the cliff
overlooking the lake to scare her, using his whip to
keep her going.

Eventually she decided she was tired of it so she would
just fall off the top of the cliff and drag her husband
down with her. She leapt off with the baby and grabbed
her husband so he fell too.

As he was tumbling down the cliff, his head was cut off.

e To this day, people say you will find sculpins in the lake

‘ that have no pricks at all of their heads. Usually
' sculpin heads are so prickly you have to pick them up
by their tails.

No one drinks from this lake because of the legend. If
you visit it today, you will see it is very dark green.
There used to be several inukshuks on the top of the
bluff to represent the legend. Now only one is left.

Lisi Kavik, Sanikiluaq
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LAd 4dLP® MICHAEL AMAROOK
1941 - 1998
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On July 27, 1998 Michael Amarook, one of Baker Lake's most
respected residents, passed away. Michael was born on March
29, 1941 just west of Baker Lake in the Schultz Lake area and
raised by his father Aligtiksaw and his mother Apaapak. He
grew up living a traditional life on the land but at the age of
fourteen it was discovered he had tuberculosis and he was sent
south to a sanitarium for two years. Upon his return, Michael
settled in Baker Lake and on September 12, 1958 married
Margaret Tullik and raised a family of thirteen children.

Michael became very active in the Co-operative movement and
was elected the first president of the Sanavik Co-operative. As
Manager of the print program at the Co-op, he produced a
number of prints which were featured in exhibitions across
Canada. His best known prints were his stone cuts for Oonark's
Flight of the Shaman, Dream of Bird Woman and Day Spirit. In
1979 Mr. Jake Epp, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, appointed Michael to a three-year term to the
Eskimo Arts Council.

Michael was also very interested in politics and in the mid-sev-
enties ran successfully for President of the Inuit Taparisat of
Canada in Ottawa. The settlement of Land Claims and the cre-
ation of Nunavut were causes Michael believed in and he
worked hard to achieve these goals. Upon his return to Baker
Lake he used his skills as a politician and was elected Mayor
from 1983 to 1984 and Councilor in 1987.-~

Michael was always involved in church activities and in 1987
became pastor of the Glad Tidings Church. Under Michael's
leadership the congregation grew and today they have a beauti-
ful new church. He was devoted to his church. It was his life,
and he was loved and respected by his congregation.

He will be missed and never forgotten by his wife Margaret, his
children Victoria, Susan, Samuel, Aquilla, Joe, Elijah, Joshua,
Apollos, Allen, Alec, Lester, Vicky and Enos and all those who
know and loved him.

Michael was a leader in whatever he became involved in -
Michael made a difference. - David Webster
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t is NTI’s intention to Providc a Placc in this magazine where we can share the celebration of new births and the grieving of
recent Passings with others in our Nunavut community. Arnnouncements will be made by submission from Family members

anc] Fricnc]s onlg.

ln this first issue, we wanted to include a few events from the Past year that effected PCOW from our office. Spccial thanks to

Tagak Curlcy and John [Houston for writing about Joanasie Salomonie and to David

Michacl Amarool(.

ebster for sl'laring his thoughts on

O M T A e dSC Ar D NTHCr1*IC Pl Po—LLT NNS*CPAIL~"a bCod*)c
.DQ.> Aot Aclof 4L AcPN<HC PADLS Po¥ a§C*oC NG Ll s 0adl
0acdNry>S BL PYUrAJS F2=%<< IN®NA*NNC NNT*CPHCord®)¢ dabPrL~aC Aclo€ 4L

Abtantb~aC

BL o°Ydo 1998 A®PPL S AccbP <L PSC APreb®ot 4GP d'cANcS Pral?PL5>J CL®
de= 4L 5% HAPZC* NNSPPLPLS ~Ndar Sodel™ 4L NAS APCIC PBPPbePLS LAd dLPT

—

4dar NLloc  JOANASIE SALOMONIE

1938 -1998
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My first contact with Joanasie was way back in the late sixties in
Ottawa. He was in Ottawa working for Indian and Northern
Affairs, Government of Canada. Once you met him he left
you with an impression that this was an extraordinary Inuk.
Yes, he was a husband, a father, a member of the community
of Cape Dorset and Baffin region as a whole. But I think he
was a member of a much larger community than that for he
was a beloved Canadian known everywhere. He was a col-
league and a good friend. His identity was solid and he was
committed to his fellow Inuit. Through many challenges he
faced, particularly during the difficult period of introduction
and many experiments of civilization to Inuit such as schools,
community development, co-op development, adult education
and Inuit political movements, Joanasie’s dedication and com-
mitment to lead and help his fellow Inuit remained strong.
Through it all, one of Joanasie’s greatest strengths was his sense
of humour. He was an entertainer as well as being a profession-
al actor. | had the pleasure of working with him intensely dur-
ing my term as organizer of Inuit Tapirisat of Canada when he
participated as founding member and one of the first directors
elected to the board in the early 1970’s. — Tagak Curley

If any gallunaaq should speak about the late Joanasie
Salomonie, it would be my mother, the late Alma Houston. In
the Inuit way of things, they were sister and brother. When my
mother, Arnakuttak, died, it was Joanasie who flew down from
Cape Dorset to speak about her. He told us that she had
taught him English. But she would want me to say that Joanasie
taught her much more... he opened the door to the Inuit
world, and made my family feel welcome.

Joanasie had a special gift. He could reach across cultural barri-
ers and touch people from any part of the world. His sense of
humour was deep, and it was quick as thought. Many, many
people in the world first learned through Joanasie how Inuit can
be: kind, caring, looking to find the positive, quick to solve a
problem, generous, intelligent... Joanasie was the first Inuk I
knew, too. He taught me how to walk, on board the C. D.
Howe. But he taught me more than that. From Joanasie, |
learned to expect much more of people from another culture —
continued next page
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they might be Inuit or Qallunaat, African or Japanese, but they
are nobly born, made by the same Creator — and they can
come to be your family, your closest friends in the whole
world.

Inuit and Qallunaat owe a debt of gratitude to Joanasie
Salomonie, for bridging the gap between us. He did this
through hard work; as an interpreter, as an actor, as a represen-
tative of Inuit, and most recently on teen suicide and substance
abuse — and always, he brought people together through laugh-
ter. When | remember Joanasie, | have to cry. His family is
my family, and he is deeply missed. When | remember
Joanasie, | have to laugh. That was his gift. — John Houston

Birth Announcements
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If your want your notice printed in our next issue, submissions of birth announcements or obituaries must be received before March 15,
1999. Mail them to /ttuaqgtuut (Obituaries/ Birth Announcements), Box 638, Iqaluit, NT X0A OHO. Our fax number is (867)979-3240. Please
include the name and phone number of a family member so submissions can be verified.
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