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A REPORT ON LAND CLAIMS FROM THE TUNGAVIK FEDERATION OF NUNAVUT

...on January 15, the leaders of the Nunavut
Constitutional Forum and the Western Consti-
tutional Forum signed an agreement on the
Nunavut boundary. In this SPECIAL EDITION
of TEN’s newsletter, you will find a detailed
summary of that agreement. Remember,
Nunavut Is...

Our future, and theirs.
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The Nunavut Constitutional
Forum has just published a
series of seven posters which
will be distributed to Nunavut
communities this month. If
you would like to obtain a
set in advance, just write

to NCF.

Nunavut
Constitutional Forum
Suite 300

63 Sparks Street
Ottawa, Ontario
K1P bAG6

All original artwork in this issue was created by Alootook Ipellie for the NCF
poster series.




Carolyn Hawley

The way is open to create Nunavut

by John Amagoalik, NCF Chairman

On January 15, the leaders of the
Nunavut Constitutional Forum (NCF)
and the Western Constitutional
Forum (WCF) signed an agreement
on the Nunavut boundary. In addition
to describing where the line will go
to divide the Northwest Territories,
the agreement outlines some of the
main points that you, the people
of Nunavut, have agreed are impor-
tant for our new Nunavut territorial
government.

The boundary agreement was hard
to reach but after many months of
meetings, we believe we have found
the best arrangement to satisfy
people in both eastern and western
communities in the Northwest Ter-
ritories. Now the way is truly open to
create Nunavut.

Nunavut, with a government respon-
sible to the people and a claims
settlement which will protect Inuit
rights, will solve many problems for
all of Canada. Although it is easy to
think only about our local needs
sometimes, Canada as a whole also
has needs in the north. And Nunavut
will show the world that Canada is
carrying out its obligations to Inuit
and is dealing fairly with the large
northern lands it occupies.

We look forward to accepting this
role of nation-building and are proud
of what we have achieved—proud as
Inuit and proud as Canadians.

The support of all the people of
Nunavut will be needed over the
next months and years as we work
toward putting in place our new

government. We will be looking for
the strength and wisdom of the old
and the energy and enthusiasm of
the young. We want to make sure
that each community benefits from
the creation of Nunavut, with as
many opportunities for jobs and
training as possible made available to
as many people as possible.
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We need all the strength " f\ il
and wisdom of the old,

and all the energy and
enthusiasm of the young.

the creation of Nunavut, with as
many opportunities for jobs and
training as possible made available
to as many people as possible.

We will have much work to do as we
begin, at last, to govern ourselves
again and to decide our own
future. We, in the Nunavut Con-
stitutional Forum, ask for your
support and, in return, we
promise you our hard work
and dedication to make
Nunavut a complete suc-

cess.

In this special issue of

the Nunavut newsletter, you

will find a detailed summary

of the boundary agreement
that we reached with WCF.
We hope you find it informative
and we hope it makes you, too,
feel proud. Please contact us
if you have any questions at all.

The date was January 15. The place was lgaluit. Here, left to right, Larry
Tourangeau, Bob MacQuarrie, Stephen Kakfwi, John Amagoalik and Rhoda
Innuksuk put their signatures on an historic document. Not pictured, but
also signatories are Donat Milortuk, James Wah-shee and Ludy Pudluk.




A Summary of the Boundary and Constitutional Agreeme..‘c fc

The Agreement between NCF and
WCF describes not only the boun-
dary but also the terms, the condi-
tions and a schedule for division.

The agreement begins with a re-
minder that the decision to divide the
Northwest Territories was made five
years ago in the April 14, 1982 plebi-
scite when a majority of the people
voted “‘yes’’.

The agreement then describes the
actual line that will be drawn on the
map to divide east and west. The line
is the same as the land claims boun-
daries. In the north, it follows the
boundary between the Inuvialuit Set-
tlement Region and the Inuit claims
region. In the south, it follows the
boundary between the Dene-Metis

claims region and the Inuit claims
region. This portion still has to be
ratified in a claims “"overlap’’ agree-
ment between the Tungavik Federa-
tion of Nunavut (TFN) and the Dene/
Metis Negotiating Secretariat. For an
explanation of how claims and divi-
sion complement each other, see
Nunavut, Vol. 4, No. 2.

The boundary agreement between
NCF and WCF takes into account the
fact that there may be aboriginal
people living on one side of the divi-
sion boundary who are eligible to
receive benefits from a claims settle-
ment on the other side. It guarantees
that the two new governments to be
created by division will cooperate on
actively protecting aboriginal rights

The target date for division is October 1, 1991.

and interests that are recognized in
two overlap agreements: one be-
tween the Inuit and the Inuvialuit;
and one between the Inuit and the
Dene and Metis. These overlap
agreements were signed to make
sure rights and interests would be
protected across claims settlement
boundaries. For more see Nunavut
Vol. 3, No. 3 and Vol. 5, No. 6.

For the effective management of
transboundary interests that affect
not only aboriginal people but every-
one, the boundary agreement also
provides for the two proposed gov-
ernments to cooperate in resource
use management, harvesting and on
any other matters which may be
agreed to.

What about government services?

The main reason a majority of north-
erners called for division in the first
place was to improve the quality of
government and the quality of gov-
ernment services. In their agree-
ment, NCF and WCF have com-
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mitted themselves to this. They state
that they will work toward getting a
guarantee from the federal govern-
ment that it will provide all the
necessary funds for division so that,
at the very least, current levels of
service are not lost.

What happens next?

The boundary agreement states that
now NCF and WCF must develop
constitutions for each new juris-
diction to be created. These constitu-
tions will describe the way in which
the governments will work and the
powers they will have. NCF and WCF
must then negotiate these constitu-
tions with the federal government,
in cooperation with the territorial
government.

The target date for division is October
1, 1991.

Before division can take place, at
least four things must happen:

e The southern part of the boundary,
which is the Inuit/Dene-Metis land
claims boundary, must be ratified
by TFN and the Dene/Metis Nego-
tiating Secretariat.

e The Legislative Assembly must
approve the boundary agreement.

e The boundary must be ratified by
you, the people, in an N.W.T .-
wide plebiscite.

e The constitution for each new
territory must be ratified by the
people who live in each new ter-
ritory, probably through another
plebiscite.

Soon you will be asked to
vote in a plebiscite to
ratify the boundary line.

There will be a meeting soon to ratify
the TFN and Dene/Metis part of the
boundary. On February 24, 1987,
the Legislative Assembly was sched-
uled to debate the agreement. And
then only two steps will remain: the
plebiscite in which you will be asked
to vote to ratify the boundary; and,
later on, the plebiscite in which you
will have the opportunity to vote to
ratify your constitution.

-
ot .he Implementation of Division of the Northwest Territories




What are NCF and WCF?

The Nunavut Constitutional Forum
(NCF) is made up of representatives
from the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada,
the Tungavik Federation of Nunavut,
the three Regional Councils, the
three Regional Inuit Associations and
two appointed Members of the
Legislative Assembly from the east.

The Western Constitutional Forum
(WCF) is made up of representatives
from the Dene Nation, the Metis
Association of the N.W.T. and two
appointed Members of the Legis-
lative Assembly from the west.

Here are names and phone numbers
for members of the Nunavut Consti-
tutional Forum:

Chairman, John Amagoalik:
(613) 594-0158

onal gmvemment to
in meeting their

Vice Chairman, Peter Ernerk:
(819) 645-2800
Keewatin Inuit Association

Secretary-Treasurer,
Bob Kadlun: (613) 238-1096

Rhoda Innuksuk:
(613) 238-8181
Inuit Tapirisat of Canada

Donat Milortuk:
(819) 645-2800
Tungavik Federation
of Nunavut

Ludy Pudluk: (403) 873-7999
Member of Legislative Assembly

Nelly Cournoyea:
(403) 873-7959
Member of Legislative Assembly

Mark Evaluardjuk:
(819) 979-6487
Baffin Regional Council

Mark Kalluak:
(819) 898-99561
Keewatin Regional Council

Frank Ikpakohak, observer:
(403) 983-2574
Kitikmeot Regional Council

Louis Tapardjuk:
(819) 979-5391
Baffin Region Inuit Association

John Magsagak:
(403) 983-2458
Kitikmeot Inuit Association

NCF and WCF make recommendations
to Legislative Assembly

Some aspects of division may be im-
plemented before the ratification pro-
cess is complete but only if NCF and
WCF agree.

One area where they have agreed
and have actually signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding concerns
recommendations to the territorial
Legislative Assembly.

The Memorandum states that a criti-
cal period of preparation, planning
and pre-implementation is now
beginning and must proceed with
balanced representation from both
prospective new territories.

It is therefore agreed that NCF and
WCF recommend to the Legislative
Assembly of the Northwest Terri-
tories that serious consideration be
given to the principle that represen-
tation from each of the proposed
new territories be guaranteed equally
on the Executive Council, among
Officers of the Legislative Assembly
and on certain territorial boards with
a territorial mandate.

And further, that serious considera-
tion be given to alternating the Gov-
ernment Leader between each of the
proposed new territories, and to

holding alternate sessions of the
Legislative Assembly in each of the
proposed new territories.

Find out more...

If you would like to find out
more about the results of all the
research conducted by the
Nunavut Constitutional Forum,
write now for your copy of Build-
ing Nunavut: Today and Tomor-
row. This document, approved
in Coppermine in 1985, is the
constitutional proposal for
Nunavut.
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